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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like

Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

Eleven years ago, in my first year as your pastor, a team from our church met together over many months to discern 
and identify the core values of our church. It was a beautiful process that began with everyone naming those in our 
congregation, past and present, who embodied the best that FUMC is about. We made a long, exhaustive list that 
included many names you would recognize and many names you have, like me, heard about from years gone by: the 
saints of our church family who have made us who we are today. A�er compiling the list, we began describing each 
person, realizing quickly that they shared many of the same characteristics. These became the first expression of our 
core values.

What was clear in the life of nearly every person we named was their focus on other people: building relationships, 
especially with newcomers and visitors. And so, as we identified, a core value of First UMC Belmont is FOCUSING ON 
RELATIONSHIPS. At the core of who we are is a call to build relationships of mutual love, service, accountability and 
compassion; relationships of connection with one another that connect us more deeply with God; and relationships 
that overflow into a beautiful invitation and welcome of others to come and find their place in our family of faith.

As I think about building relationships together, I think of the parable Jesus tells in Luke 18:10-14:

 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, 
 standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 
 adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But the tax 
 collector, standing far off, would not even li� up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast and saying, 
 ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the 
 other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Do you see what happens in Jesus’ parable? The first person to pray uses his faith and belief in God to separate 
himself from others. The second simply falls to his knees to plea for God’s mercy.

It’s far too easy for us to allow faith, particularly faith reduced to a matter of belief, as a means of separating ourselves 
from one another. Rachel Held Evans put it so well when she said, “One of the most destructive mistakes we Christians 
make is to prioritize shared beliefs over shared relationship, which is deeply ironic considering we worship a God who 
would rather die than lose relationship with us.” In other words, it’s far less important that we agree about everything, 
and far more important that we are in relationship with one another, and even more importantly, that we are in 
relationship with God through the grace of Jesus Christ. 

I am grateful to be part of a church that prioritizes relationships – relationships born out of shared relationship with 
Jesus Christ – over anything else. I’ve said it before, the closer we come to Christ, the closer we inevitably come to 
one another. My hope and goal as your pastor is to always keep Jesus at the center of our life and fellowship together. 
How did the old hymn put it? “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face. And the things of earth will 
grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.”

I treasure my friendship with each of you, and give thanks for the deep friendships that are growing and thriving at 
First United Methodist Church of Belmont. If there is any way I can be of help or support to you as we journey 
together, please know that it would be my honor to talk with you. May God continue to bless you and keep you.



COMING UP IN WORSHIP   

July 21 – Training for the Games, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
July 28 – Endurance and Perseverance, James 1:2-4,13 and Matthew 25:1-13
August 4 – Victory and Defeat, Hebrews 12:1-2
August 11 – The Power of the Team, Hebrews 10:24-25

June 02 – The Kingdom is Forgiveness, Matthew 20:1-16
June 09 – The Kingdom is Love for the Lost, Luke 15 (selected verses)
June 16 – The Kingdom is Extravagant, Mark 4:1-20
June 23 – The Kingdom is Joy, Matthew 13:45-46
June 30 – The Kingdom is Hidden, Mark 4:30-32
July 07 – The Kingdom is Topsy-Turvey, Matthew 22:1-14
July 14 – The Kingdom is Persistent, Luke 18:1-8

This summer, many of us will be on the highway, travelling to a host of vacation destinations. Along the way, many will 
wonder and ask, “Are we there yet?”  

What about in the life of faith? When a religious teacher tells Jesus that the most important commandments are to love 
God and love your neighbor Jesus tells him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

What about us? How do we experience the kingdom and find ourselves “not far” from it?  

The kingdom of God happens whenever and wherever we experience the present power and active work of God in our 
midst. It is God, active and at work among us. So how can we know where to look, how to be on hand to see it?

There are clues all throughout the Gospels in the stories Jesus tells, stories we call parables. The parables, as one scholar 
put it, “are like GPS devices that take us to the places where God is breaking in and open our eyes.” Join us this summer 
as we turn to the parables of Jesus, in the hope that we, too, will end up “not far from the kingdom of God.”  

 This summer, the world turns to Paris as
 athletes gather from across the globe for
 the Olympics. We follow their stories, 
 detailing years of practice and training. 
 We relish in the thrill of competition and
 the glory it brings. As it turns out, the 
 Bible takes up athletic metaphors o�en 
 to describe how we are to live as God’s
 people. Join us this summer as we 
 explore them together!



UPCOMING   

 News from the conference and around the denomination
 While you’re traveling this summer or hanging out by the pool, check out the Western
 North Carolina Means of Grace podcast: www.wnccumc.org/meansofgrace

To keep up with what’s happening in the Western North Carolina Annual Conference of the UMC, sign up for the weekly 
newsletter at www.wnccumc.org

To learn more about news across the UMC, sign up for a weekly digest: 
www.umnews.org/subscription-pages/umnews-weekly-digest-subscribe 

Twice a month you can receive inspiration for faithful living from the United Methodist Church. Subscribe: 
www.umc.org/en/ways-we-grow/umnow-newsletter-subscribe



YOUTH             









RACIAL HEALING AND RECONCILIATION

Our church is making plans for continued partnership with Hood Memorial AME-Zion Church this year.  The City of Belmont will 
host a Juneteenth observance on Saturday, June 15.  Members of Hood Memorial and from FUMC will host an information table 
that a�ernoon.  In July we have planned a celebratory picnic at Lo�in River Park the evening of the 9th. Members of Hood 
Memorial will also participate in our Vacation Bible School as teachers and students in July.  Looking toward the fall we hope to 
join together in a Fall Festival on Saturday, October 26 in Reid Park and, as we did last year, support them in their Port-a-Pit 
fundraiser on November 7.  Put these dates on your calendar and plan to continue building our friendship with our sisters and 
brothers in Christ.   The Reverend Mark Andrews

SERVICE AND MISSIONS

 Global Ministries is the international mission, humanitarian relief and development organization of
 The United Methodist Church. It works with partners and churches in more than 115 countries to
 equip and transform people and places for God’s mission. There are over 200 Global Missionaries
 bearing witness to God’s presence all around the world as pastors and evangelists, doctors and
 nurses, and teachers and social workers.

 On April 28th we were fortunate to meet two of our globa l
 missionaries. Michelle Kunce is serving in Brazil as an
 international promoter for Shade and Fresh Water, a
ministry providing a safe place for children to stay since school is only 1/2 day in Brazil.
Michelle is from the U.S. Eric Kalumba is a church planter. He is starting a new church 
in Madagascar. His home is the Republic of Congo.

For this Father’s Day we ask our congregation to consider a monetary donation for help
support the work of Michelle and Eric. Your donation can be in honor or remembrance 
of a special male figure or person in your life. All honorariums will be included in an 
insert in our June 16th bulletin. Please turn in your forms which are located on the 
information desk by June 9th.





You can submit prayer requests 
to prayers@fumcbelmont.org
or by clicking this QR code:

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY

Erin Carver, Renee and Tim Painter's daughter
Murphy Clark and family

The family of Joyce Henkel, who passed away
Tina Moore and the family upon the passing of her sister Anita

The family of Jack Page, who passed away
David Durham, Daniel Durham's father

Roger White
The family of Anita Walton, Maggie Moore's sister-in-law, who passed away
Barb Lange and family upon the passing of Barb’s father, Glenn Shaffer, Sr.

Greg Stanforth
Beverly Laboone's mother, Rachel

Thank you Girl Scouts!
Troop #20086 is learning about serving those in need of our care. Thank 
you girls and their leader Shamain Johnson from Tabernacle Baptist 
Church for providing a meal for Catherine's House on one of the vacant 
nights on our schedule. We have lots of openings this summer if you care 
to help Catherine's House on a Monday evening. Meals can be very 
simple. If you would like to prepare a meal you can use the QR code or 
contact Cindy Meilike 334-804-5166.

THANK YOU             



JUNE AND JULY BIRTHDAYS

June 1 Dottie Ison  
 Ryan Kinney
June 2 Rebecca Harrison
 Jon Robert Stewart
 Sue Teeter 
June 3 Melanie Andrews
 Ashley Harrill
June 4 Kenneth Harris
 Makayla Henry
 Vanessa Henry  
 Keira Meyer
June 5 Ann Hartley
June 6 Charlotte Bryant  
 Raymond Luttrell
 Greta Martin
June 7 Aubrey Carter
 Jeff Hansen
 Raechel Reynolds 
 Claude Wilson 
June 8 Mac Bryant
June 9 Debbie Thames  
 Kristina Vaher
June 10 Harold Byrum
 Coley Campbell
 Sadler Gensch
 Natalie Luttrell
 Daniel McSwain 
 Rebecca Spivey
 Caitlin Taylor 
June 11 Cindy Goins
 Cristopher Weatherford
June 12 Evan Mobley
June 13 John Adamcik  
 Emmy Kelso
 Savannah Kelso
 Brayden Latchana
 Susan Redmond
 Sharon Ryerson
June 14 Alisha Brinkley
June 15 Katie Boulware
 Lily Clark
 Jeff Langley
 Kolbie Reagan 

June 17 Whitney Connette
 Clifford Hartsell 
 Emily Krouse
 Bruce Snyder
June 19 Jessica Durham
 Laine Russell 
 John Thornton 
June 21 John Biddix
 Jack Rice
June 22 Mike Giang
 Summer Houston
 Lily Sloan
June 23 Steve Barnette
June 24 Alex Millspaw 
June 25 Amanda Beaty  
 Elise Gray
 Bradley Haggai
 Mac Loper 
 Carlton Reid
June 26 Nick Bayne
 Missy White
June 27 Carvan Rich
June 28 Kennedy Robinson
June 29 Patrick Pruden
June 30 Henry Southard
 Roger White
July 1 Larry Bradmon
 Kara Deal 
 Emily Feimster
 Ann McKenney
 Danielle Preisach 
July 2 Connie Atkins
July 3 Kim Haus
 Don McGinnis
July 4 Deborah Brooks
 Robbie Cheshire
 Linda England
 Cindy Griffin
July 5 Hadley Falls
 John Rhyne
July 6 John Currier

July 7 Nolan Beaty
 Adam Lowrance
July 8 Andy Johnston
 Mary Ellis Loper
July 11 Mike Collins
 Grant McElyea
July 12 Shannon Cromer 
 James Washam 
July 13 Ella Beaty 
 Steve Cochran
 Ava Reynolds 
 Andy Wilhelm 
July 14 Matt Boehlke
 Michael Martin
 Charles Motsinger
July 16 Brinkley Jones
 Beverly LaBoone
 Ethan Thagard 
July 17 Stephanie Southard
July 18 Valerie Armeen
 Summer Kelso
 Clare Weatherford
July 19 Stephen Love
July 20 Kristin Agee
 Mary-Lee Gillespie
 Cindy Meilike 
 Craig Nance 
July 21 Kathryn Austin
 Beverly Karr
July 23 Kylie Joe VanGastle
July 25 Marie Sutton
July 26 Johnny Williamson
July 27 John Rhyne
July 28 Jade Hanafin
July 29 Brooklyne Gaskill
 Doug Moody
 Barbara Vaher
July 30 Paige Brinkley
 Shannon Sauerwein
 Tricia Williamson 
July 31 Stuart Bondurant
 George McMurtry
 Claire Wilhelm



OUR STAFF
Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant | carole@fumcbelmont.org
Doreen Collins | Director of Adult Discipleship | doreen@fumcbelmont.org
Kelly Connelly | Director of Youth Ministry | kelly@fumcbelmont.org
Heather Gaskins | Director of the Child Development Center | heather@fumcbelmont.org
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions | margie@fumcbelmont.org
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry | jennifer@fumcbelmont.org
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor | george@fumcbelmont.org
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts | ellen@fumcbelmont.org
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator | mark@fumcbelmont.org


